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Identification (citizenship) cards muet be carried by all Korean eitigens
and are frequently checked in public places (such as trains, hotels, or
vessels) by police or Public Security Officials. According to Cabinst Dew
cree No. 53 of the Korean Demecratie Pecple’s Republie, in November 1948,
all North Korean zitizens over the age of .eighteen were issued new cards
upon presentation of the old one or a birth certificate. The following
regulations were promulsated:

@o The identification card is the aole certificate to identifly the citizen
and guarantee his rights and functions as a citizen of the Korean Dem-
ceratic Peoplels Republic.

b. Each citdizen of the Korsen Peopla’s Republic over the age of elghteen
shall possess an identification card. &nyone not possessing a card must
obtain one immediately,

“. Persons under ths age of eigiteen must possess birth certificates, and
anyone not possessing one must apply for it immediately.

d. Identificabion cards and birth certificates are not transferable, and
their contents cannot be revised or ndded Lo at the discretion of the

pOS8eSIors.,

Whenever the content of an identificetion card is found to be incorrect
or ihe csrd is defaced or stained, the card will be exchanged for a new
one. When a citizen assumes a new ocenpation, the change will be noted
on the identification ecard, :

]
B

2. Procurement of identificstion cards is handled through local police offices.
An applicant must obtain a form frau the police station snd submilt it te the
identification section of Lhe station, with the endorsement of the neighbor..
hood squad, the chairman of the ward pecple’s committes, and the perscnsl
identification sechion of the distriet people’s committee. The Public
Jecurity Bureau then conducts a check of the applicant's loyalty. JTdentifica~
tion cards are not lssued to Japonsde collaborators or traitors %o the nation.
Loss of a card must be certified by witnesses before a new card can be issued.
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Procedures for birth registration are prescribed as follows: parents of a
child or its guardians will request a birth certificate from the nearest per-
sonal identification station upon submission of a birth verification state-
ment fram & doctor or the chairman of the local people!s committee. VWithin
fourteen days after a birth, the parents or guardian mmst obtain a birth
certificate and enter the child’s birth on the local statistical records and
in the family ¢olumn of the parent or guardian's idemtification card, The
birth certificate serves as identificatlon to the age of eighteen, when the
holder applies to his nearest police station for a regular identification
card, He must then present a letter of application for the card, accompanied
by a birth certificate, two photographs, and fifteen won for a revenue stamp.
The identification card will show whether or not he has presented a proper
birth record.

For marrispe registration, both parties must apply for the marrige certificate
either from their local statistical office or from the nearest personal identi-
fication office, The marriage is then registered in the family column of the
identification card; certification costs a ten-won revenue stamp. Both parties
must report the marriage.

To obtain a divoerce, both parties must appear together at a statistical office
and procure a divorce certificate and have the divorce registered on their
identification cards. When the divoree 1s given by court decision, either

the plaintiff cr both parties must present the court ammouncement to the local
gtatistical office within ten days after the decision. The statistics office
then issues the divorce certificate and makes the appropriate entries on the
identificetion card.

Changes of residence must alse be registered. Before inoving from one location
to another, the individual must notify the local police station of his inten-
tion, record it in the local residence register, and obtain permission to
depart. A letter aoplying for permission to move mst be submitted both to

the police and to the neighborhood squad chief and the ward or district people's
committee for endorsement. The lodging record of the house in which the in-
dividual has been living must be turned in if the house is left vacant; other=-
wise it remains and his departure is noted on it,

The departure from the previous residence is also noted on the identification
card. To register permanently in a new reaidence, the individual must submit
an application to the police authoritiss of the new district within fourteen
days after leaving the old district and within three days after arriving in
the prospective residence area. The application must be accompanied by an
endorsement from the nelghborhood squad chief and the chairman of the ward
people!s committee. Registration of the new residence will be made in the
lodging record of the house into which the individual has moved, or if no
such record exists, in the lodging books of the local squad unit, and on the
individual's identification card. Residence repistrations must be made for
each individuel obtaining = new identification card within three days of its
issuance.

Visitors as well as permanent residents must be recorded in the lodging books,
Any person other than members of the family who resides in a house must be
registered, and the dates of his arrival and departure reported to the pclice.

Reports of dcaths must be submitted to the local statistical office by a mem~
ber of the individualls family or a legal guardian, or, if none of these is
available, by the administrator of the estate., Death reports, including a
death certificate from either a doctor o the chairman of the local people'’s
committee, must be submitted within three days after the death if the deceased
had & birth certificate. If he did not, the death must be reported within
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five days, with a certificate from the doctor or the local pecple'!s commitiee
chairman and the deceased's citizenshlp card. The fee for a death certificate
is a ten-won revenue stamp. If an infant dies before the birth report has
been submitted, both events may be reported at the same time, but individual
birth and death reports must be made.
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